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Conditions which may impair insight into the consequences of one’s actions could 
result in risky behavior that may lead to contraction of HIV.
Such conditions include mental illness, mental retardation, head injury and drug 
dependence and abuse.



HIV patients are at greater risk of delirium because of  HIV’s direct effects on the 
brain, the need for polypharmacy, and the potential immunocompromised state.
Since many of the etiologies of delirium in HIV may be considered an emergency, it 
is best to think in terms of delirium before making any other diagnosis.
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HIV is probably under-suspected as a cause of psychosis and mental status 
change.  It should be thought of in any population that is at risk for contracting HIV. 
In other words, screen for HIV in at risk factors.
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http://www.apm.org/membersonly/
http://www.apm.org/about/apm-advs.shtml
http://www.apm.org/join/how-to.shtml

